Report to Area Committee 3rd October 2011

In 2010, the Transportation SPC carried out a comprehensive review of the Council’s Parking Bye Laws.

The SPC made a number of recommendations to Council on this issue, including the implementation of the new Residential Parking Zones for Dun Laoghaire.  The County Council at a meeting held in November 2010 adopted these recommendations.  

At a meeting of the County Council on the 14th February 2011, a Section 140 motion was submitted by Councillors Stephen Fitzpatrick, Denis O’Callaghan and Richard Humphries requiring the Manager to discontinue the new Residential Zones for Dun Laoghaire.  The motion was not put on the understanding that the Council would engage in public consultation on the proposal and would bring the findings and recommendations back to the Dun Laoghaire Area Committee.

At the same meeting, a similar Section 140 motion put by Councillors Richard Boyd Barrett, Hugh Lewis and Victor Boyhan was defeated.

Objectives of the new Dun Laoghaire Residential Parking Zones

· To increase turnover in parking spaces in central Dun Laoghaire;

· To improve opportunities, for Dun Laoghaire residents, to park at or near their homes, particularly for those who do not have access to off street parking and for those who live in the core of Dun Laoghaire.

Public Consultation

The Dun Laoghaire Residential Zone was the focus of a public consultation process, which took place from the 11th April to the 9th May 2011. A public notice was placed in the Dun Laoghaire Gazette dated the 6th April 2011.  Submissions were accepted up until the 23rd May 2011.

Submissions/Observations

511 submissions were received.  These fall into the following categories:

· 262 no Submissions made on standard template letter;

· 62 no of late submissions which are being considered as part of this consultative process;

· 31 no submissions not made on template letter;

· 156 no of submissions made by people who do not live within the Residential Parking Zones

The submissions are documented in Appendix A to this Report

Summary of issues raised that were not relevant to the public consultation on Residential Parking Zones

· Insufficient parking in the town, a lot of submissions on this issue;

· Sites need to be identified for new public car parks;

· Parking fees are too expensive and are a disincentive to people coming to the town;

· A Code of Conduct needs to be set out in relation to traffic enforcement personnel;

· There must be an independent appeals process;

· Free Visitor Permits;

· Require controlled parking 7 days a week;

· Business Permits;

· Free parking on Saturdays;

· There is nowhere to park;

· Do not want to pay for parking;

· Use colour coding to identify taxi and loading bays;

· Free two hour parking;

· Traffic warden issues;

· Unfair that carers have to pay;

· Objection to staff taking up on street parking;

· Traffic management in DL 03 needs to be examined.

On Street Parking Survey carried out between 18th September and 24th September 2010

	Location
	Total No of spaces
	No available
	%

	
	
	
	

	Adelaide Street
	61
	12
	20%

	Charlemont Ave
	19
	2.5
	13%

	Convent Road
	33
	2
	5%

	Corrig Avenue
	59
	9
	15%

	Cumberland Street
	24
	1
	6%

	Georges St Lower
	14
	1
	7%

	Georges St Upper
	34
	3
	9%

	Marine Road
	16
	1
	6%

	Mellifont Ave
	50
	9
	18%

	Mulgrave Street
	68
	7
	10%

	Northumberland Ave
	59
	8
	14%

	Patricks Street
	59
	7
	12%

	Sussex Street
	26
	4
	15%


The survey findings show that there was a very high demand for parking in the streets surveyed during this period. Overall, there was only 13% availability in parking spaces during the period of the survey.  

On Street Parking Survey carried out between 9th September and 23rd September 2011

	Location
	Total No of spaces
	No available (average over five days)
	%

	
	
	
	

	Adelaide Street
	46
	25
	51%

	Charlemont Ave
	19
	2.5
	13%

	Convent Road
	26
	0.8
	3%

	Corrig Avenue
	41
	7
	15%

	Cumberland Street
	24
	1
	6%

	Georges St Lower
	14
	2.6
	18%

	Georges St Upper
	18
	1
	5.5%

	Mellifont Ave
	50
	9
	18%

	Mulgrave Street
	53
	9
	17%

	Northumberland Ave
	59
	7
	12%

	Cross Avenue
	20
	1.4
	7%

	Patricks Street Upper and Lower
	53
	11
	20%

	Sussex Street and Lane
	36
	5.8
	16%


Marine Road excluded because road markings not introduced but indications show high occupancy levels.

The survey findings demonstrate that there is still a very high demand for parking in the streets surveyed during this period. Overall, there was only 15.5% availability in parking spaces during the period of the survey
The number of car parking spaces has decreased in Dun Laoghaire for the following reasons:-

· Crofton Road/Marine Road Improvement Scheme;

· Taxi Rank on Upper Georges Street;

· Additional Loading bays/disabled parking spaces, increase in double yellow lines;

· Pedestrian Crossing at Crofton Road.

Summary of issues relevant to the public consultation process per Zone  (Surveys carried out between 9th and 23rd September, 2011)

Zone DL 01

Template Submission

· The current 9 parking zones are too restrictive for local residents;

· Elderly people and people with mobility problems are suffering as a result;

· Zones have no regard for parish boundaries.

· Have to pay for parking in Dun Laoghaire town.

Response:

Dun Laoghaire Residential Parking Zone DL 01 consists of the following roads: -

	DL01
	Callaghans Lane

	DL01
	Charlemont Avenue

	DL01
	Crofton Avenue

	DL01
	Crofton Road

	DL01
	Eblana Avenue

	DL01
	George's Place

	DL01
	*George's Street Lower North (Part of - check applicable zone)

	DL01
	Kelly's Avenue

	DL01
	Wellington Street


There are 110 Residential Parking Permit holders in this Zone.  To date 55% of permits have issued under the new procedures.

This Zone is within 5 minutes walking distance from Dun Laoghaire Town.  Elderly people that are mobility impaired may be entitled to a disabled persons badge

Our surveys show that this area has plenty of parking for residents and their access to parking at or near their homes will be improved because there is no longer a Dun Laoghaire Area Wide Permit.

Our survey shows that there is 43% availability in parking spaces.

Zone DL 02

Template

· The current 9 parking zones are too restrictive for local residents;

· Elderly people and people with mobility problems are suffering as a result;

· Zones have no regard for parish boundaries;

· Lack of available parking has resulted in motorists using this area for parking resulting in scarce parking for residents in this Zone;

· Not enough on street parking for residents.

Response

Zone DL 02 consists of the following streets.

	DL02
	Adelaide Street

	DL02
	Haddington Terrace (PNV – Part of)

	DL02
	Haigh Terrace

	DL02
	Marine Terrace 

	DL02
	Mariners Court

	DL02
	Mellifont Avenue

	DL02
	Park Lane

	DL02
	Park Road

	DL02
	Queens Road

	DL02
	Stoneview Place


There are 140 Residential Parking Permit holders in this Zone.  To date 49% of permits have issued under the new procedures

This Zone is within the core of Dun Laoghaire and is minutes from central Dun Laoghaire.  As residents from other Zones will no longer be able to park here with the Area Wide Permit, parking availability should be improved.

Our survey shows that there is 33 % availability in parking spaces in this Zone.

Zone DL 03

Template

· The current 9 parking zones are too restrictive for local residents;

· Elderly people and people with mobility problems are suffering as a result;

· Zones have no regard for parish boundaries’

· Too many permits for this Zone;

· Over issue of permits for this Zone.

Response

This Zone consists of the following streets:-

	DL03
	Barrett Street

	DL03
	Knapton Lawn

	DL03
	Knapton Road

	DL03
	Smith's Villas/Gardens/Terrace

	DL03
	St. Michael's Terrace

	DL03
	Vesey Place

	DL03
	Willow Bank

	DL03
	York Road (Barrett St - Vesey Place)

	DL03
	York Terrace

	DL03
	York Terrace


There are 160 Residential Parking Permit holders in this Zone.  To date 56% of permits have issued under the new procedures.

As the Area Wide Permit will no longer apply, parking opportunities for residents should improve.

However, because of high demand for residential parking, it is recommended that this zone include Dunleary Hill.  This will create an additional 40 spaces.

Our survey shows that there is 31% availability in parking spaces.

DL 04

Template

· The current 9 parking zones are too restrictive for local residents;

· Elderly people and people with mobility problems are suffering as a result;

· Zones have no regard for parish boundaries;

· Have to pay for parking in Dun Laoghaire now;

· Restriction on residents permits use anyway;

· Wants Patrick St. Upper on Permit;

· Two tier parking system – Some areas in Northcote and part of Cross Avenue do not have pay and display.

Response

This Zone consists of the following streets:-

	DL04
	Convent Road

	DL04
	Cross Avenue 

	DL04
	Desmond Avenue

	DL04
	Dominick Street

	DL04
	Library Road

	DL04
	Northcote Avenue

	DL04
	Patrick Street (PNV) - Part of

	DL04
	Rosary Gardens East & West

	DL04
	St. Brendans Terrace

	DL04
	St. Mary's Street

	DL04
	Tivoli Terrace East

	DL04
	Tivoli Terrace North

	DL04
	Tivoli Terrace South

	DL04
	Wolfe Tone Avenue

	DL04
	York Road (Northcote Ave - Tivoli Road) 


There are 270 Residential Parking Permit holders in this Zone.  To date 74% of permits have issued under the new procedures.  This Zone is within five minutes walking distance to Dun Laoghaire Town Centre.  Parking opportunities should improve for residents arising from the discontinuance of the Area Wide Permit.

Residents in Northcote Place and Cross Avenue (part of) do not want paid parking and this issue was revisited during the implementation of the Dun Laoghaire Traffic Management Plan when this view was reconfirmed.

However, because of this Zone’s proximity to Dun Laoghaire Town Centre, it is recommended that permit holders on Patricks Street Upper should be allowed to park on Mulgrave Street and Permit Holders on Mulgrave Street should be permitted to park on Patricks Street Upper.  This will give Patricks Street Residents access to an additional 53 spaces.

Our survey shows that there is 21% availability in parking spaces in this Zone.

DL 05

Template

· The current 9 parking zones are too restrictive for local residents;

· Elderly people and people with mobility problems are suffering as a result;

· Zones have no regard for parish boundaries;

· Wants inclusion of DL 04 for the Cross Avenue area;

· Enlarge this Zone;

· Hard to park on Patricks Street;

· There should be a public car park;

· Not enough parking capacity within this Zone.

Response

This Zone consists of the following streets:-

	DL05
	Clarinda Park East 

	DL05
	Clarinda Park North

	DL05
	Clarinda Park West (PNV) - Part of

	DL05
	Corrig Avenue (PNV) -  Part of

	DL05
	Corrig Park

	DL05
	Crosthwaite Terrace

	DL05
	Dungar Terrace

	DL05
	Mulgrave Street

	DL05
	Northumberland Avenue (PNV - Part of)

	DL05
	Northumberland Place/Park 


Response

There are 400 Residential Parking Permit holders in this Zone.  To date 65% of permits have issued under the new procedures.

This Zone is within five minutes walking distance to Dun Laoghaire Town Centre.   

Parking opportunities should improve for residents arising from the discontinuance of the Area Wide Permit.

However, because of the high demand for parking spaces and this Zone’s proximity to the Town Centre, it is recommended that Residents from Mulgrave Street should be permitted to park on Patricks Street Upper.   This will Mulgrave Street residents access to an additional 36 spaces.

Our survey shows that there is 15% availability in parking spaces.

DL 06

Template

· The current 9 parking zones are too restrictive for local residents;

· Elderly people and people with mobility problems are suffering as a result;

· Zones have no regard for parish boundaries;

· What happens when this Zone is full;

· Insufficient parking;

· Car park required;

· Objects to staff parking;

· Enlarge Zones 5  and 6;

· Where will I park when all zones full;

· Only Zone that does not have access to Georges Street.

Response

is Zone consists of the following streets:-

	DL06
	Crosthwaite Park East

	DL06
	Crosthwaite Park South

	DL06
	Crosthwaite Park West

	DL06
	Myrtle Avenue

	DL06
	Myrtle Park

	DL06
	Royal Terrace East

	DL06
	Royal Terrace North

	DL06
	Royal Terrace West


There are 240 Residential Parking Permit holders in this Zone.  To date 55% of permits have issued under the new procedures.

This area is within ten minutes walking distance to Dun Laoghaire Town Centre.  The new procedures will provide improved opportunities for residents to access parking at or near their homes.

Our survey shows that there is 64% availability in parking spaces in this Zone.

DL 07

Template

· The current 9 parking zones are too restrictive for local residents;

· Elderly people and people with mobility problems are suffering as a result;

· Zones have no regard for parish boundaries;

· No additional issues

Response

This Zone consists of the following streets:-

	DL07
	Eden Park Car Park

	DL07
	Eden Park 

	DL07
	Granite Hall

	DL07
	Magenta Place

	DL07
	Martello Avenue

	DL07
	Rosmeen Gardens

	DL07
	Rosmeen Park

	DL07
	Summerhill Road


There are 160 Residential Parking Permit holders in this Zone.  To date 46% of permits have issued under the new procedures.

There were no issues raised as part of the public consultation.  However, independently, concerns were raised regarding lack of parking in Rosmeen Gardens and arising from an inspection by the Traffic Engineer, 8 no additional parking bays may be provided at this location.

Summerhill Road residents also had parking issues and they are now included in Zone DL 07.

DL 07 Residents will now be able to park in DL 08, which provides them with an additional 99 car parking spaces.

It is recommended that the hours of the Eden Park Car Park (beside Sandycove Dart Station) are extended to Saturday to improve residents opportunity to access parking near their homes on Saturday, particularly during the summer months when demand for parking is high in this location.

Our survey shows that there is 25% availability in parking spaces in this Zone.

DL08

Template

· The current 9 parking zones are too restrictive for local residents;

· Elderly people and people with mobility problems are suffering as a result;

· Zones have no regard for parish boundaries;

· Zone not big enough;

· Wants Dun Laoghaire Town to be for residents only;

· Want new areas to be added to this Zone;

· Inadequate parking in this Zone particularly when visitors and tourists are parking in this Zone;

· Not enough parking spaces.

Response

This Zone consists of the following streets:-

	DL08
	Eden Park Car Park

	DL08
	Islington Avenue

	DL08
	Link Road

	DL08
	Martello Terrace

	DL08
	Newtownsmith

	DL08
	Windsor Terrace & Windsor Car Park


There are 70 Residential Parking Permit holders in this Zone.  To date 61% of permits have issued under the new procedures.

This area is a high amenity area attracting tourists and visitors resulting in a high demand for parking.  14 no additional parking spaces have been provided in this location at Newtownsmith.

Arising from this high demand, it is recommended that Zones DL 07 and DL 08 are merged.  This will give DL 08 Residents access to an additional 141 car parking spaces.

It is also recommended that the hours of the Windsor Road Car Park are extended from Monday to Saturday.

Our survey shows that there is 51% availability in parking spaces in this Zone.

DL 09

Template

· The current 9 parking zones are too restrictive for local residents;

· Elderly people and people with mobility problems are suffering as a result;

· Zones have no regard for parish boundaries;

· How may permits have issued;

· Not enough parking spaces;

· Zone not big enough;

· Too limited;

· There are more houses to parking spaces.

Response

This Zone consists of the following streets:-

	DL09
	Albert Road

	DL09
	Adelaide Road

	DL09
	Ballygihen Avenue

	DL09
	Burdett Avenue

	DL09
	Dixon Villas

	DL09
	Glasthule Road (parts of PNV)

	DL09
	Hudson Road 

	DL09
	Marine Avenue

	DL09
	Marine Parade

	DL09
	Sandycove Road

	DL09
	Wilmount Avenue


There are 95 Residential Parking Permit holders in this Zone.  To date 80% of permits have issued under the new procedures.

As the new procedures will only permit residents in this Zone from parking with the Area Wide Permit, it is expected that parking opportunities will improve for residents.

Our survey shows that there is 47% availability in parking spaces in this Zone.

Miscellaneous Information (sought by Ward Councillors)

A survey was carried out on the occupancy levels of the private car parks in Dun Laoghaire during the 21st and 22nd September 2011.

The survey found:-

Pavilion Car Park

Upper Level – full      Lower Level  80% and 75% respectively  occupied on both days.

Royal Marine Public Car Park outside

Full on both days

Bloomfield Car Park

Ground Level – full.     Upper Level – 30% occupancy on both days.

Dun Laoghaire Shopping Centre

21st September 2011

Level 1, Level 2, Mezzanine – full, Level 3, 4 spaces free, Level 4, 60% occupancy.

22nd September 2011

Full on all levels on this day

Library Road (Cinema Car Park)

30% occupancy during the day.  Full at night on both days on both days.

Council Car Parks

West Pier Car Parks to include Gut Car Park 
€3.60 all day  €1.20 per hour – Monday to Friday only.  Saturday and Sunday free

Windsor Terrace Car Park at Newtownsmith 

€6 all day  €1.20 per hour – Monday to Friday.  Saturday and Sunday free

Clarinda Park East and West Car Parks 
€6 all day - €1.20 per hour – Monday to Saturday.  Sunday free.

Cow Shed Car Park

€1.20 per hour.  Monday to Saturday.  Sunday free

Eden Park Car Park

€6 all day.  €1.20 per hour.  Monday to Friday.  Saturday and Sunday free.

Summary of recommendations

· DL 03: It is recommended that Dun Leary Hill is included for permits holders in this Zone – this will create an additional 40 car parking spaces;

· DL 04: It is recommended that Permit Holders on Patricks Street Upper are allowed to park on Mulgrave Street – this will create an additional 53 car parking spaces for these residents.

· DL 05:  It is recommended and Permit Holders on Mulgrave Street should be permitted to park on Patricks Street Upper – this will create an additional 36 car parking spaces for these residents.

· DL 07:  An additional 8 parking bays will be created in Rosmeen Gardens.

· DL 07:  Summerhill Road residents also had parking issues and they are now included in Zone DL 07 – this will make available 141 car parking spaces for these residents.

· DL 07: It is recommended that Zones DL 07 and DL 08 are merged which will create an additional 99 spaces for residents in this Zone. 

· DL 07:  It is recommended that the hours of the Eden Park Car Park (beside Sandycove Dart Station) are extended to Saturday to improve residents opportunity to access parking near their homes on Saturday, particularly during the summer months when demand for parking is high in this location.

· DL 08:  It is recommended that Zones DL 07 and DL 08 are merged – this will make an additional 141 spaces available to residents in this Zone.

· DL 08:  It is also recommended that the hours of the Windsor Road Car Park are extended from Monday to Saturday to improve residents’ parking opportunities on Saturday, particularly during the summer months when parking demand is high in this location.

Conclusion

Currently there are approximately 1800 on street car parking spaces in Dun Laoghaire and 1,645 permits have issued to residents in the area.  This data justifies residents concerns about accessing parking near their homes.  The majority of residences in Dun Laoghaire do not have access to off street parking.  The businesses have expressed concerns about turnover in parking spaces to improve footfall. Therefore, balancing the needs of residents and the needs of businesses is very challenging.

As shown, there is very high parking demand in the private car parks in Dun Laoghaire.

It is important to recall the rationale for the introduction of the new Residential Zones, which is to improve access by residents to parking and improve turnover in parking spaces.

Many of the submissions focused on the lack of available parking near residents’ homes and their perception that the new procedures will further diminish their parking opportunities.  Further submissions expressed concerns about not having access to parking in Dun Laoghaire Town.

Most of the Zones are within five minutes walking distance from Dun Laoghaire Town.  Residents, who are mobility impaired and elderly, may be entitled to a Disabled Badge.

In any event, Residents Permits are not valid on the following roads in Dun Laoghaire Town:-

· Clarinda Park West (between Upper Georges Street and Clarinda Park North);

· Cumberland Street;

· Georges Street Upper;

· Haddington Terrace;

· Marine Road;

· Northumberland Ave.,

· Patricks Street up to Cross Ave.

· Sussex Street.

It is expected that the new Residential Parking Zone for Dun Laoghaire will address these issues and early surveys reveal that while parking demand in Dun Laoghaire is high, parking opportunities have improved for residents and there appears to be some improved turnover in parking spaces.

61% of permits have issued under the new procedures in total and it is recommended that a further review is carried out when all permits have been renewed.

